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November 12, 2015 
 
During the 2014-2015 school year, districts across Ohio joined with a range of 
community organizations to implement Ohio’s 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers (21st CCLC) program. As you know, this program provides academic 
enrichment opportunities during and outside of the school day for students, particularly 
those who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The program helps 
students meet state and local learning standards in core academic subjects, such as 
reading and math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can 
complement their regular academic programs; and offers a stronger focus in literacy 
and other educational services to the families of participating children. The 
commitment these community organizations have shown to meeting students’ needs 
has been a serious commitment, and the Ohio Department of Education is pleased to 
support this important work.  
 
It is critical to understand the effect of the 21st CCLC program on students’ educational 
outcomes. To identify areas in which the program is having an identifiable impact, as 
well as ways the program can be improved, the department has contracted with the 
American Institutes for Research (AIR) to evaluate the 21st CCLC grants associated 
with the fiscal year 2015 and 2016 awards. The evaluation will seek to assess the 
effect of 21st CCLC programming on school-related outcomes, such as attendance 
rates, disciplinary rates, grade promotion and assessment performance.  
 
Over the next three years, the department will be working with AIR to complete this 
important work; however, the 21st CCLC grantees and the school districts with which 
they are working represent a critical source of information about the program. In the 
coming weeks, researchers from AIR may be reaching out to your district to ask for 
more information about your students’ participation in the 21st Century program. We 
encourage you to work with AIR in completing this important work. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about the evaluation work that AIR is conducting on 
behalf of the department, please contact Shannon D. Teague at 
Shannon.Teague@education.ohio.gov or (614) 466-2517.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeremy Marks 
Director, Federal Programs 
Ohio Department of Education 
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