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A Message from the ESC Superintendent  
 

As the spring season changes to summertime, it’s time 

to plan an adventure to refresh your mind, spirit, and 

body. Stop pondering on the life you wished you had 

lived. Rather, live and enjoy the life you have created. 

Start by picking a destination you would like to begin your summer 

adventure. Explore places that inspire you. Often the place chosen 

dictates the activity. Do your research and figure out exactly where 

you want to go and the best time to go. Examine travel sites, 

brochures, and reviews to discover the wide variety of possibilities to 

explore at the chosen locations. Take time to learn about the local 

culture by visiting restaurants, community events, speaking with 

residents, and shopping. Remember why you are on an adventure 

and why you need refreshed to begin the next school year.  
 

In The Educator’s 3 R’s: Renew, Refresh, Revive, Kim Ellis says that 

educators must take time to renew the mind, refresh the body, and 

revive the desire. Whatever you do, take time for yourself this summer. 

You'll be more ready to start a new school year. 

 

Upcoming in 

May: 
 

• May 3 

Superintendents’ Meeting 

• May 10 

Power Camp 

• May 27 

Memorial Day-Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

b2019 Franklin B. Walter Award Winners 
 

The 30th Annual Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award Program was held in 

Columbus, Ohio, on April 11, 2019. Established in 1989, the award is named after 

Dr. Franklin B. Walter who served as State Superintendent from 1977-1991. During 

his tenure, Dr. Walter worked with three governors and significantly improved 

public education in Ohio. 
 

One senior from each of Ohio's eighty-eight counties is chosen to receive this 

annual honor. The award is based on academic achievement, personal 

accomplishments, and community service. The Gallia-Vinton ESC extends 

congratulations to the students, their families, and their school districts.  
 

Pictured L to R: Julia Nutter, River Valley High School; Tate White, Jackson High 

School; and, Kendall Fee, Vinton County High School  

 

 

 

 

 Summer Literacy Academies – New for 2019 
 

The Gallia-Jackson-Vinton Literacy Collaborative is hosting Literacy Academies June 10-14, 

2019. Teachers in Grades K-2 will meet at the University of Rio Grande.  Grades 3-8 teachers will 

meet at Jackson High School. Literacy experts from The Ohio State University will be presenting. 
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Aislynn Bostic 

“After the Dishes” – Water 

Environment Science Award 

Winner 
 

 

District 14 Science Day 
 

The Ohio Academy of Science District 14 

competition was held at the University of Rio 

Grande. In collaboration with the Gallia-Vinton 

ESC, students in grades 5-12 from Gallia, 

Lawrence, Pike, and Scioto counties displayed 

105 projects. Through their projects, students 

had the opportunity to explore fields of science 

and to learn and practice critical thinking, 

inquiry, technological design, and investigative 

skills. Students learn research methods, 

including how to obtain data, keep a research 

log or notebook, graph data, and develop 

conclusions. Congratulations to the winners 

who advanced to state competition. 
 

 

Kyndall Beaver (Left) and Kathryn 

Bell (Right) – Winners of the B-Wiser 

Science Camp Scholarship and 

State Qualifiers 

 
 

River Valley High School       

• Isaac Barrett – State Science Day qualifier  

• Aislynn Bostic – Water Environment Science Award  
 

River Valley Middle School  

• Kyndall Beaver – B-WISER Science Camp Scholarship; State Science Day qualifier  
 

Chesapeake Middle School 

• Dawson Forbush – American Chemical Society – Central Ohio Valley Section Award 1st Place; OTTA 

CollegeAdvantage 529 Savings Plan Award alternate; State Science Day qualifier  

• Cecilia Haldeman – OTTA CollegeAdvantage 529 Savings Plan Award alternate; State Science Day 

qualifier  

• Leah Shields – Emerging Scientist Award in Behavioral and Social Sciences; State Science Day 

qualifier  
 

Dawson-Bryant Middle School  

• Avril Klaiber – OTTA CollegeAdvantage 529 Savings Plan Award; State Science Day qualifier  

• Sarah Vanover – State Science Day qualifier   

    
 

 

USDOE Selects C.H.O.I.C.E.S. and R.O.C.K.S. For NASA STEM Challenge Project 
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC is pleased to announce that the Gallia Academy Middle School 

R.O.C.K.S. Afterschool and the River Valley Middle School C.H.O.I.C.E.S. Afterschool have 

been chosen to participate in the U.S. Department of Education/NASA STEM Challenge 

Project. Only seven afterschool programs in the state were selected. The project will take 

place across the 2019-2020 school year. Students will study written materials, videos, 

websites, and interact with NASA scientists and engineers to understand the challenge and propose and test 

their solutions. 
 

\\\  
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Exotic Petting Zoo Visits HORNETS 
 

The HORNETS afterschool program held a family 

engagement event on the school campus. The Barker 

Farm from Pedro, Ohio, provided a mobile exotic 

petting zoo featuring 14 animals. Those in attendance 

enjoyed petting and feeding animals such as a cow, 

goats, a camel, a porcupine, a wallaby, and an 

alpaca. Family members also enjoyed a performance 

by the Dawson-Bryant High School Jazz Band. A large 

crowd of approximately 300 attended. NECCO, 

HORNETS primary partner, provided a team-building 

parachute activity. The Jesse Stuart Foundation 

provided books featuring local stories and authors. 
 

 

 

 
 

OAKS Talent Show 
 

The OAKS afterschool program performed an end-of-the-

year talent show for students, staff, and family members. 

Pictured is the 1st grade class doing a reenactment of 

Disney’s “I Just Can’t Wait To Be King.” Costumes were 

designed by Rita Persin.  

 A.S.S.E.T. and 

R.O.C.K.S. 

Bowling 
 

A.S.S.E.T. and 

R.O.C.K.S. 

students and 

their families 

from Gallia 

Academy 

Middle and High Schools participated in a 

family bowling event at the Skyline Lanes 

Bowling Alley. Participants received a copy of 

“50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet”. 

Bossard Library, primary partner, also provided 

library resources to encourage family literacy. 
 

 

PEAKE Visits Columbus Zoo 
 

PEAKE middle school students enjoyed a STEM-related field trip 

to the Columbus Zoo. The students discovered that STEM 

disciplines are central to the evolving fields of wildlife 

conservation, zoological animal care and interpretive 

design. Some of the exhibits viewed included the polar bears, 

giraffes, kangaroos, tigers, and flamingos. Students liked the 

up-close look at the zoo animals and their created habitats.  
 

The Columbus Zoo is home to more than 7,000 

animals representing over 800 species of animals from eight 

world regions. Located north of Columbus, Ohio, the non-

profit zoo lies along the eastern banks of the O'Shaughnessy Reservoir on the Scioto River. Over the years, the 

zoo has developed a worldwide reputation attributable to the efforts and promotion of director emeritus 

Jack Hanna.  The zoo also has a close working relationship with the Wilds, a 9,154-acre animal conservation 

center located in southeast Ohio.    
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Cameron Bates Keith Beatty Andrew Brown MacKennah Cole 

Leigh Davis Parker Davis Carey Farley Kara Gillenwater 

Kelsie Henderson Rebecca Houck Kacee Jenkins Damon Ledford 

Brandon Meeks Ashley Neal Taylor Scaggs Anthony Sheets 

Tyler Warnimont Kyle Wells Jeremy Wilson  

 
 

Celebrate Teacher 
Appreciation 

Week and Thank a 
Teacher May 6-10, 2019! 

 

Teachers change the lives of millions of children every 

day, and their work and impact extend far beyond the 

boundaries of the classroom. 
 

They play a pivotal role in our children’s lives, inspiring a 

lifelong love of learning and discovery and making a 

difference in their well-being and long-term success. 

 

High School 

Graduations 
May 17 

• Gallia Academy High School 

• Vinton County High School 

May 24 

• River Valley High School 

• Wellston High School 

• Jackson High School 

May 25 

• South Gallia High School 
 

Resident Educators Complete Personal Action Plan 
 

Year 4 Resident Educators attended a final meeting to 

complete their obligations to Ohio’s four-year program for new 

teachers. The main task for the fourth year was the Resident’s 

creation and completion of a personal action plan to develop 

skills of leadership by serving in a role of significance within their 

school or district. After providing evidence of their leadership 

contributions to their colleagues, Resident Educators were 

made aware of the next steps in their careers. Presentations 

relative to applying for their first professional 5-year license and the Local Professional Development 

Committee process finished out the meetings. 
 

Part two of the meetings was to celebrate the success of the Resident Educators in meeting all the 

requirements of the extensive program while completing their first years in the classrooms effectively! 

Congratulations to the new teachers – welcome to the profession! Program Coordinators, Darla Saunders, 

Debby Canter, and Mark Carlisle conducted the spring meetings. The ESC wishes to thank Belinda Dixon, 

Lead Mentor for Wellston City Schools, for presenting the Local Professional Development Committee 

process during the April 11th meeting in Jackson. 
 

Space Camp 
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC and the Bossard Memorial Library are collaborating to bring a 

Space Camp to Gallipolis, Ohio, on June 22, 2019. You are invited to come and 

experience the Norwood’s Drake Planetarium and the Cincinnati Museum Center’s 

inflatable solar system with remote control space shuttle. Tony Steinback will perform his 

Unexpected Flying Objects show. Face painting, crafts, and other science experiments 

will be provided. The library is located at 7 Spruce Street, Gallipolis, Ohio. 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/thankateacher
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C.H.O.I.C.E.S./S.T.E.P.S. Bowling 
 

C.H.O.I.C.E.S./S.T.E.P.S.students from River Valley and South Gallia 

Middle and High Schools have been working on the six 

fundamental skills of bowling including ball fit and weight, 

armswing, footwork, timing, release, and finishing position. 

Previously, Bret Little, URG Head Bowling Coach, taught the 

students about bowling etiquette. The students have learned that 

bowling is a fun, leisure activity that also teaches positive youth 

development skills.  
 

C.A.T.S. Program Helps Build Stronger Community 
 

The C.A.T.S. Service Club of Washington Elementary’s afterschool 

program helps students develop empathy and caring attitudes. 

Students learn to give of themselves while building a stronger 

community.  
 

The most recent venture of the C.A.T.S. Service Club was meant to 

bring smiles to the faces of the people that receive meals from the 

Meals on Wheels food program. The awesome second graders 

featured in the photo colored Easter or spring-themed pictures that 

were laminated and donated to Meals on Wheels as placemats for 

those utilizing the food services. As you can tell by the photo, the 

young ones were delighted to help brighten the day for others! 
 

PEAKE Students Work to Maintain A Healthy 

Lifestyle 
 

PEAKE middle school students have been focusing on 

maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Recently, they traveled 

to the Marshall University Recreation Center to 

experience state-of-the-art recreation and fitness 

facilities. A climbing wall helped boost the students’ 

self-confidence, fitness skill set, and environmental 

awareness. At the Aquatic Center, a 100,000-gallon 

leisure pool 

proved to be a student pleaser. The pool had a multi-use design 

incorporating three 25-yard lap lanes, sweeping-stair entry, water-

basketball hoop, a vortex and area for instruction, therapy and 

leisure swimming. 
 

Students reported they liked to spend time with their friends in a 

group setting to have fun and learn new fitness skills. For many, it 

was a time to try an adventure they had only heard about and not 

been able to try for themselves. At the end of the day, students 

asked to be able to return to the center in the near future to 

continue the fitness activities. 
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The Gallia-Vinton ESC hosted the second Power Camp for students 

on April 5, 2019, on the University of Rio Grande campus. Students in 

grades 9-10 from Oak Hill Union Local, Jackson City, Wellston City, 

Vinton County Local, Gallipolis City, and Gallia County Local Schools 

attended the camp. Lead instructors were Abbey Kimball, Nashville 

Musician; Ben Myers, PEAKE Instructor; Mark Carlisle, ESC Consultant; 

and, Kathy Carlisle, Nurse Practitioner. Students rotated through 

classes focused on Music, Construction Trades, and Health Care. 
   

  

The “hands-on” experiences included learning to play a guitar and Cajon drums, building a bat house, 

testing for sugar content in sports drinks, and graphing disease transmission. The Power Camp instruction 

included identification of skills and qualifications required for the selected occupations. “Power Camp had 

wonderful activities that promoted transitional career interests.” -Amy Jones, Vinton County High School 

teacher 
  

 

In exit surveys, students rated the Power Camp as an enjoyable learning 

experience. Over 70% of students reported they had tried a new skill. “My 

students would not have been exposed to these types of career activities 

without the Power Camp. Additionally, it is good for the students to be off 

our school campus and learn how to navigate new surroundings.” -Amy 

Stanley, River Valley High School teacher 
  

   

The students were able to identify at least three occupations within 

each presented career cluster. Power Camp staff had a 

question/answer session with the students to stimulate their thinking 

about career choices. “The activities were engaging and informative 

and created high interest due to being real-life based.” -Chris Callihan, 

Oak Hill High School teacher 
  

  

The next Power Camp will be May 10, 2019, with classes to include 

business and entrepreneurship, art, and public safety.  Power Camps are made possible through a grant 

entitled, "Empowering Students for Transition", awarded by the Ohio Department of Education to the Gallia-

Vinton ESC for State Support Team (SST) Region 16. 
 

 

“Employees of the Day” 
 

Healthcare Winners Construction Winners Music Winners 
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I-WRAP Games Focus on Literacy and Math  
 

I-WRAP of Wellston Intermediate held their second annual BINGO for Books. Each 

grade took turns playing lively games of BINGO to win the opportunity to pick from a 

selection of Scholastic books based on their lexile range while also enjoying popcorn 

and a drink.  
 

For their other rotations, math fact flashcard 

games were played in the gym and friendly 

competition with board games took place in 

the school library.  
 

There was a mason jar filled with jelly beans and each student took a 

guess of how many were in the jar. One child hit the exact number of 

300 and was able to take the jellybeans home. Names were drawn 

from those in attendance and one lucky child in each grade took 

home a fantastic Easter basket. Great fun was had by all! 
 

C.H.O.I.C.E.S. and 

S.T.E.P.S. Learn About 

Construction Trades 
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC 

received a grant from 

the Ohio Department of 

Education to provide 

innovative strategies for 

developing students’ 

college and career 

readiness. For the grant, 

the ESC proposed 

implementing “Power Camps” to increase students’ 

awareness and interests in many different career fields. 

Most of the Power Camps are held on the campus of the 

University of Rio Grande. 
 

The ESC took one Power Camp on the road to the 

afterschool program at South Gallia High and South 

Gallia Middle School. The Power Camp featured 

“construction trades” and focused on the students 

building bat boxes that they were permitted to take 

home. In addition to the hands-on construction 

experiences, students received information relative to 

opportunities to enroll in construction trades education 

during high school or as adults and were provided with 

job market trends. Twenty-three students and their 

teachers took part in the meaningful experience with 

several of the students indicating an interest in the trades.   

 Students Shine 

at “FreeFest 

Connects 

aLive” 
 

PEAKE high 

school students 

participated in 

the "FreeFest 

Connects aLive" 

Family Day held 

at the Ro-Na 

Theater in Ironton, 

Ohio. The goal of 

the event was to 

decrease social 

isolation and encourage people to connect 

and share fun about local experiences that 

build up a feeling of community. The students 

were encouraged to write or create art 

around the theme "My Town 2029." The 

winners were chosen by celebrity judge 

Mickey Fisher, a writer, producer and 

director, who is a Lawrence County native 

and currently working in Hollywood. Mickey's 

credits including TV shows Extant, Reverie 

and others. Funding for the event was made 

possible by an Ohio MHADS grant received 

by Impact Prevention. 

 

 
  

Pictured left to right are 

Cassandra Aliff, Mikaela 

Shockley, and Emily Neal. 
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 “Summer Advantage” is a multi-layered initiative organized and implemented by the Gallia-Vinton Educational 

Service Center and the Gallia County Department of Job and Family Services that will be returning in 2019. The 

comprehensive program is designed to address the academic needs of students, non-academic barriers that 

interfere with students’ success, and the well-being of the students’ families.  
 

SUMMER SCHOOL  
The 21-day learning opportunity for the PreK-12 students in Gallipolis City Schools and Gallia 

County Local Schools will focus on core academics, student intervention, and credit 

recovery. A special emphasis will be placed on meeting the Ohio Third Grade Guarantee 

for reading and reaching proficiency on high school End-of-Course Exams. Students will get 

to take part in enrichment experiences and field trips. Students at Gallia County DD will 

enjoy a 14-day summer camp.  
 

Parents can elect to participate in programs that support students’ transition to the next school year and 

enhance family stability. Classes in budgeting, nutrition, wellness, physical fitness, and work force development 

will be provided. One service provided to families is that students who meet the 85% attendance requirement 

will be eligible to receive school supplies and clothes.  
 

SUMMER CAMP FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
JUNE 10-14, 2019 

 

CAREER PALOOZA 
Students completing Grade 7 

will attend a four-day career 

awareness event at Buckeye 

Hills Career Center. Students 

will take part in “hands-on” 

exploration of 12 career workshops to support career 

awareness. Day 5 will be identifying 25 related careers 

at King’s Island. 

 ART & MUSIC  
POWER CAMP 

Students finishing Grade 6 will 

attend 5-days immersed in 

exciting, hands-on exploration of 

careers related to arts and music. Professional artists 

and musicians lead the experiences for the students 

on the University of Rio Grande campus. 
   

LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION CAMP 
This year’s “new” camp for students completing Grade 6 will take place at the Evans Outfitters 

located just outside of Rio Grande. The Evans Outfitters’ rolling terrain with an abundance of 

trees, trails, and wildlife is the perfect setting for students to participate in presentations about 

Lewis & Clark’s 8000-mile journey to explore and map the lands west of the Mississippi River. 

Brad Winn, site manager for the Lewis & Clark Center in Illinois, will involve students as he retells 

the history of the expedition. Students will take part in related activities, like archery, camp 

skills, plant recognition, land navigation, and more, to add authenticity to the experience. 
 

HEALTHY KICK START 
Healthy Kick Start is a family engagement component of Summer Advantage. One special 

event is the Healthy Kick Start Fair to be held August 10, 2019. It is designed for students and 

families to complete multiple health stations aligned to the well-being of family members. 

Some examples of the health stations include immunizations, communicable disease 

prevention, personal hygiene, and substance abuse. Students receive an incentive for 

every station completed and families that complete all stations are offered special family rewards. Healthy Kick 

Start is a collaboration among area school nurses, organizations, and agencies supporting family wellness. It is 

facilitated through a partnership between the Gallia-Vinton ESC and the Gallia County Health Department.  

 


