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A Message from the ESC Superintendent  
 

 

Helping students stay focused during the holiday 

season can be a challenge for teachers. It can 

however be a good time to teach students about 

the power of love, kindness, and compassion. 

Allowing students to engage in community service projects helps 

students learn how to care for others. Consider a canned food 

drive during the holiday season, spare change drive for natural 

disasters, or a community beautification project. 
 

Alyssa Nucaro in The Value of Compassion in Teaching says, “When 

students have an opportunity to lend a helping hand, it provides 

them with knowledge about current events as well as ways that 

they can help provide assistance and create change for others.” 

Showing students how to lend a helping hand also builds self-

esteem, motivation, and confidence. Teachers have the 

opportunity to lead by example as a loving, caring, and 

empathetic person. 

 

• December 3-4 

Resident Educator, Year 3 

• December 16-17 

Landmark Moments Training 

• December 18-20 

Threat Assessment Training 

• December 24-26, 31 

ESC Closed 

 

 

Gallia-Vinton ESC presents at Jackson Rotary Meeting 
 

Emily Crabtree, Assistant Superintendent for the Gallia-Vinton Educational Service 

Center, spoke to the Jackson Rotary Club about the services and programs 

provided to the area school districts at the November 19th meeting.   
 

The GVESC’s personnel know the geographic area, the resources that are or are not 

available, the teachers and administrators in the school districts around them, as 

well as the student demographics. They are able to personalize the services offered 

to support and strengthen the educational programs in our region of the state.   
 

The GVESC works diligently to provide leadership and professional services 

for school districts, community agencies, and government entities, all 

designed to support student achievement and raise the quality of life for all 

the residents of our region. Meeting the needs of the students and their 

families as well as the professional needs of our teachers and administrators 

is something that Dr. Shockley and the staff of the GVESC take great pride 

in providing. 
 

Pictured left to right Emily Crabtree, Assistant Superintendent GVESC, Taylor 

Rose, Jackson Rotary President, Carol Porter, GVESC Board Member and 

Rotarian. 
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Quarterly Principals Mentorship 

Meeting  
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC Mentorship 

Program, comprised of eight area 

principals and their mentors, met 

November 7, 2019, in the ESC 

training room. Trainer Gena Williams 

led the presentation that was 

centered around topics of interest 

to the group.  She first spoke to the 

group about “Knowing Your Why” and the difference between just doing your job versus doing your job with 

purpose. Ms. Williams spoke about student behavior, communication, building relationships and supporting 

staff.  She cautioned the veteran principals who are serving as mentors to know the difference between 

feedback and advice when working with the mentees. At the end of the session, the group was eager to ask 

if Ms. Williams could return as they are finding the program to be invaluable to their work as administrators.   
 

 

 

Sarah James will be serving as 

a Connections Family 

Education and Support 

Coordinator for Gallia County 

Local School District during the 

2019-2020 school year. Sarah is 

a graduate of Gallia Academy 

High School.  She received her bachelor’s degree 

in Middle Childhood Education from the University 

of Rio Grande.  She is currently working to obtain a 

Master of Educational Leadership degree from the 

University of Rio Grande.   

 Robin Phillips Elected to 

Represent Southeastern Ohio 
 

Robin Phillips, GVESC 

Administrative Associate for 

School Improvement, was 

recently elected to represent 

the southeastern region of Ohio 

for the Ohio Council of Teachers 

of Mathematics (OCTM). The OCTM promotes 

quality teaching and learning of mathematics in 

Ohio by supporting educators and their 

professional growth, fostering collaboration, and 

advocating for informed public policy.  

 

Summer Advantage Program to Continue  
 

The Gallia County commissioners met recently with Dana 

Glassburn, the Director of Gallia County Job and Family Services 

and Dr. Denise Shockley, Superintendent of the Gallia-Vinton 

ESC to approve TANF funding for the coming year.  
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC is partnering again with Gallia County Job 

and Family Services to provide the Summer Advantage 

program in the Gallia County Local Schools, Gallipolis City 

Schools, and Gallia County Board of DD (Guiding Hand). The 21- 

day instructional program provides intervention, enrichment, 

cultural opportunities, personal budgeting, healthy choices, and 

family engagement opportunities. The county health fair, Healthy Kickstart, is being planned for August 2020 

in collaboration with the Gallia County Health Department.  
  

Pictured Seated (Left to Right): Harold Montgomery, Commissioner and Brent Saunders, Commissioner 
Pictured Standing (Left to Right): Dana Glassburn (GCJFS), Dr. Denise Shockley (Superintendent GVESC), 

Emily Crabtree (Assistant Superintendent GVESC), Dr. David K. Smith Commissioner  
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"Tests and Good Science Teaching: 

They Can Coexist!"  

Science teachers from throughout the Southeast 

Ohio region participated in a workshop held at the 

Gallia-Vinton ESC, "Tests and Good Science 

Teaching: They Can Coexist!" This professional 

development workshop focused on the structure 

and specifications of the state science tests in 

grades 5, 8, and HS biology. Participants received 

relevant online test information that can be used 

to guide high quality instructional practices, 

classroom activities, and assessment design. The 

workshop allowed participants to explore related resources and to share activities, performance tasks, and 

assessments with one another to be incorporated in lessons throughout the year. 

A total of 21 science teachers from elementary, middle school, and high school grade bands from six area 

school districts participated in the training: Gallia County Local Schools, Gallipolis City Schools, Jackson City 

Schools, Wellston City Schools, Vinton County Local Schools, and Symmes Valley Local Schools.  

 

 
Ohio Leadership for Inclusion, Implementation, 

& Instructional Improvement (OLi4) 
 

Area principals are participating in the first year of 

the OLi4 Cohort 6 project.  The Ohio Leadership for 

Inclusion, Implementation, & Instructional 

Improvement (OLi4) has been developed in 

collaboration with Ohio school districts that agreed 

to serve as partners in the design and use of 

targeted professional development 

 

Robin Phillips, GVESC’s Administrative Associate for 

School Improvement, serves as a Leadership 

Performance Coach to the principals. Robin assists 

in building the instructional leadership capacity of 

the building principal and supporting the facilitation 

of district and building leadership teams. 

Participating Gallipolis City principals are Kim 

Cochran, Corey Luce, Lisa Jo Blakeman, Chuck 

Calvert, and Julie Bays. 

 
64th Annual Capital 

Conference 
 

Representatives from the 

Gallia-Vinton ESC 

attended the 64th annual 

Ohio School Boards 

Association (OSBA) Capital 

Conference and Trade 

Show, held November 10-

12 at the Greater Columbus Convention 

Center. More than 9,000 people attended this 

year’s conference, which included more than 170 

sessions of panel discussions, workshops, one-on-

one assistance and nationally renowned speakers 

addressing educational issues.  

A highly attended attraction of the conference is 

the Student Achievement Fair. The fair provides an 

opportunity to watch, listen and learn what 100 

innovative school programs are doing to increase 

achievement. Gallia County Local Schools was 

represented during the Student Achievement Fair 

with “Rebel Roast.” Participants learned about this 

student-led program that involves obtaining and 

selling coffee to teachers and staff.   

In attendance from the GVESC was Superintendent 

Dr. Denise Shockley, Assistant Superintendent Emily 

Crabtree, Treasurer Jay Carter, Board President 

David Stiffler and board member Joan Cornelius.   
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ESC Staff Participates in 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC staff 

once again collected items to 

fill thirteen shoeboxes to be 

distributed to children through 

Samaritan’s Purse, an 

international organization 

headed by Franklin 

Graham.  Items included toys, 

school supplies, hygiene 

products, and a “WOW” gift 

specific to a boy or girl in a chosen age group. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and 

delivered gift-filled shoeboxes to more than 168 million children in more than 100 countries. This year’s 

national collection week is November 18-25, with boxes being dropped at over 5,000 collection locations. 

The GVESC worked together to collect items and pack them tightly into shoeboxes to be given to children, 

some of whom have never received a Christmas present. The amazing journey of the simple shoebox gift 

begins small but yields big results! 
 

Oak Hill Elementary’s Festival of Trees 
 

During Oak Hill Elementary parent-teacher 

conferences on November 14th, the OAKS 

afterschool program held a family Festival 

of Trees engagement event. The families 

and students were invited to write a letter 

to Santa in Santa’s Writing Workshop.  
 

Parents and students were given direction 

and writing tips from Rita Persin, OAKS 

Family Coordinator. Mrs. Persin prepared a 

sample letter to help students generate 

ideas. Students received letter templates, a 

holiday pencil and a Christmas bookmark for participating. On their way out, students dropped off their 

completed letter to Santa's mailbox in hopes of their wishes being seen this year.  
 

National Pearl 

Harbor Remembrance Day, 

which is annually on 

December 7, 

commemorates the attack 

on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii 

during World War II. Many 

American service men and 

women lost their lives or 

were injured on that day in 

1941. It was on August 23 of 1994 that the United 

States Congress designated December 7 of each 

year as National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 

 The nights are 

getting longer, and 

the weather has 

certainly got colder 

which can only 

mean that winter is 

on its way. 
 

Winter officially 

begins with the Winter Solstice on Saturday, 

December 21, 2019. This is the astronomical first day 

of winter in the Northern Hemisphere. The winter 

solstice is the day with the fewest hours of sunlight in 

the whole year. 
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Advisory Council Meetings 
 

Advisory Council meetings are a very 

important piece of 21st Century Community 

Learning Centers. The meetings strengthen 

partnerships between the schools and the 

community and result in enhanced 

programming for students. 
 

The Hannan Trace L.I.L. Cats and the River 

Valley Middle School C.H.O.I.C.E.S. Advisory Councils met this month. Those in attendance were the program 

managers, site-coordinators, program evaluators, building administration, building and program teachers, 

parents, and business partners from the community. Program leaders shared afterschool program 

expectations and outcomes to increase the council’s understanding of the programs’ purposes and to 

establish a basis for collaborative direction. 
 

Members of the advisory council team 

provided input regarding future 

programming and activities. Even students 

were given the opportunity to contribute to 

program direction.  The community partners 

are stakeholders who have the best interests 

of our students in mind and they look 

forward to working together again to best 

support our students. 
 

 
 

RVHS and SGHS: Driver’s Education Program 
 

S.T.E.P.S. afterschool offers Driver’s Education 

through the AAA club. AAA provides classroom 

instruction and driving practice to meet 

requirements for students to obtain a driver’s 

license. In addition, S.T.E.P.S. embeds speakers into 

the programs to give students a greater awareness 

of what responsibilities are involved with driving. The 

speakers include representatives from Operation 

Life Saver program, Wiseman Insurance Agency, 

Ohio State Highway Patrol, Galllia County Sheriff’s 

Department, Red's Rollen Garage, and Norris 

Northup. 

 

 
 

Gallia Academy High School Cupcake Wars 
 

Who doesn’t enjoy cupcakes and a friendly 

competition? Recently the Gallia Academy High 

School ASSET Cooking Class competed in a 

cupcake decorating challenge. The first part of the 

competition took place on Day 1 as the students 

baked cupcakes of four different flavors. Day 2 of 

the competition took place as students filled 

cupcakes with icing, candy, and imagination. 

Judging occurred and winners were announced. 

However, we believe that all students were winners 

as they were able to enjoy their hard work after the 

war came to an end.   
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Midnight at the Masquerade:  

The Perfect Crime Dinner Theater 
 

An evening of mystery, intrigue, 

murder and investigating was enjoyed 

by over 200 participants at the Perfect 

Crime Dinner Theater.  The event was 

held at the University of Rio Grande 

cafeteria. Families associated with the 

afterschool programs at River Valley, 

South Gallia, and Gallia Academy middle and high schools worked together to solve the mystery.  
 

Actors from the Murder Mystery Company in Cincinnati welcomed guests to the Billionaires’ Club Annual 

Masquerade Ball.  Each table of participants was provided masquerade masks, clues, and play money to 

help solve the crime.  Participants traded clues with guests, gathered information, and solved the crime 

before the masked menace got away. Without knowing it, students and family members used inquiry-based 

learning, context clues and problem-solving skills in a fun filled lesson!  

 

Southview SUCCESS Family Night  
 

The Southview Elementary SUCCESS program recently held a family 

event. Families were invited to meet with their child’s teacher(s) to discuss 

progress and ways to support the child at home. The school book fair was 

available for families to explore and/or purchase books with a variety of 

reading and interest levels.  

Families were encouraged to participate in 

interactive learning stations with a fun twist. 

These stations allowed the families to 

explore movement and how 

movement/actions affect objects and test their balance, perseverance, 

problem solving, engineering, and creative thinking skills.  Families 

provided feedback about the event by completing an exit survey.  Each 

family also received an information packet to take home.  SUCCESS 

families that were not able to attend received the information packets 

via them being sent home with the students. 

 

Wellston B-WRAP Literacy Night 
  

B-WRAP Community Helper Literacy 

Night was a great time for everyone in 

attendance! The students enjoyed 

talking safety with the Wellston Police 

and Fire Departments. The students also 

engaged in viewing the police car and 

fire truck. Wellston Public Library Teen 

Group created a station in the library 

pertaining to Community Helpers. 

Students created their own community 

scenes and wrote about their 

experiences. Not least, parents and students had the opportunity to shop the Scholastic Book Fair.  
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JMS SUCCESS Family Fun Night at Pinewood Pottery Studio 
 

The Pinewood Pottery Studio event accommodated a total of 135 

students, parents, and staff from the Jackson Middle School SUCCESS 

Program.  Parents and their students selected an item from a 

multitude of pottery to design and paint.  According to Pinewood 

Pottery owner, Shelley Brown, “We do this type of event to impact 

the youth in our community.  We are simply happy to be included.”   
 

In a comfortable, 

warm and 

sophisticated space, 

small groups were 

welcomed across four days to enjoy the pottery studio. The 

experience for the groups allowed students to participate in 

an engaging activity outside of school with their family and 

friends!  “Thank you for allowing a personalized experience 

with my daughter.  We don't get to do a lot together, so this 

meant a lot!” a parent stated. This event was organized by 

Mrs. Tara Richards, JMS SUCCESS Site Coordinator, and Mrs. 

Jennifer West, JMS Family Coordinator.  
 

 
 

Wellston I-WRAP Tour of Fire Training Center 
 

I-WRAP afterschool students from Wellston 

Intermediate School traveled to the Wellston Fire 

Department training center's burn building. The mini 

field trip was led by Fire Chief Ryan Pelletier and 

students were thrilled to be able to tour inside and 

learn the different fire scenarios used for training. 

Fire training centers are important for firefighters to 

be properly trained to meet the needs of the 

public. The Wellston Fire Department Training 

Academy is an Ohio chartered institution that 

provides training to emergency responders 

throughout southern Ohio. 

 

 
 

Green Elementary: Family Art Night 
 

The Dragon’s Den afterschool program held their 

first Parent Academy Event on November 19th in 

the Green Elementary Library.  The theme was 

“Lights, Camera, Action!” Families had the 

opportunity to come together for an evening of 

creating art together as well as making memories.  

Family members and their children worked together 

to create their masterpieces to hang in their homes 

for years to come. The participants said they 

learned that painting is fun but can be messy and 

the best part of the process was the time spent 

together! 

 
 



 

Page 8 of 8 

 

 
 

 
 

VINTON COUNTY 
Lady VIKINGS  

Gallia Academy 
Blue Angels 

Date Home/Away Opponent  Date Home/Away Opponent 

12/5 Away Wellston  12/2 Home Ironton 

12/7 Home River Valley  12/5 Home Dawson-Bryant 

12/9 Away Meigs  12/9 Away South Point 

12/12 Home Alexander  12/12 Away Fairland 

12/16 Away Athens  12/14 Away Portsmouth West 

12/18 Away Newark  12/16 Home Portsmouth 

12/21 Home Eastmoor Academy  12/19 Away Chesapeake 

12/23 Away Unioto  12/21 Home Athens 

12/28 Home Dublin Jerome     

 

Wellston Lady 
GOLDEN Rockets 

  River Valley 
Raiders 

Date Home/Away Opponent  Date Home/Away Opponent 

12/5 Home Vinton County  12/5 Home Athens 

12/7 Away TVC Turn It Gold  12/7 Away TVC Turn It Gold 

12/9 Home Athens  12/9 Away Alexander 

12/12 Away River Valley  12/12 Home Wellston 

12/16 Away Miller  12/14 Home Southern 

12/19 Home Alexander  12/16 Home Nelsonville York 

12/28 Away Portsmouth West  12/19 Away Meigs 

    12/28 Home Oak Hill  

 

Jackson 
Ironladies 

 South Gallia  
rebels 

Date Home/Away Opponent  Date Home/Away Opponent 

12/2 Away Crooksville  12/2 Away Federal Hocking 

12/4 Home McClain  12/5 Home Southern 

12/14 Home Washington  12/9 Away Eastern 

12/18 Away Hillsboro   12/16 Home Waterford 

12/21 Home Chillicothe  12/19 Home Wahama 

12/30 Away Coal Grove  12/23 Away Miller 

 

Best wishes to all area sports teams from the Gallia-Vinton ESC. 


